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SUBJECT:     "Before  You  Sew"  -  Information  from  textile  specialists  of  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

If  you're  making  your  young  daughter  a  spring  frock... here  are  two  reminders 
from  textile  specialists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Before  you  put  a  lot  of  work  in  a  pretty  dress... try  to  get  material  that's 
fast  and  won't  shrink  much.    In  these  days  of  tig  demand  and  short  supply... you 
know... you  sometimes  forget  to  check  on  these  points  when  you're  "buying  the  goods. 

If  it's  a  wash  dress  and  you  have  any  doubt  about  the  color  fastness,  the 
simplest  way  to  test  the  color  is  to  fasten  a  scrap  of  the  material  to  a  piece 
of  white  goods.     (If  you  plan  to  use  colored  trim  such  as  rickrack  or  tape., 
it's  a  good  idea  to  fast  a  piece  of  it  on  too).    Then  suds  in  neutral  soap... the 
way  you  usually  launder  wash  dresses .. .dry  and  iron. 

What  if  the  color  isn't  fast?    Well... there  isn't  a  thing  you  can  do  about  it. 
Maybe  you've  heard  that  washing  goods  in  a  solution  of  salt  water  will  set  the 
colors.    Alas.. it  isn't  true.    The  textile  specialists  say  such  methods  are  useless. 
There  are  no  effective  ways  of  "setting"colors . 

However .. .you  can  pre -shrink  the  material.    Just  wash  it  in  warm  water  and 
when  it's  dry  enough  to  iron... press  it  so  that  it's  straight  and  even. 

You  can  save  yourself  work  now  and  disappointment  later... if  you'll  test  for 
color -fastness  and  then  pre -shrink  the  goods  you  plan  to  make  into  a  washable  frock. 
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